
 
17 September, 2021                       Term 3 – Issue 5 

Dear Birali Community, 

From all our Birali staff and Birali students - your 
children  .. to each of you in our Birali families - 
our appreciation for your encouragement, so 
important to all of us! 

After the exciting Birali Spring Festival celebrations 
this week, to conclude Term 3, stepping us into a 
beautiful Spring vacation .. your Birali Team are 
already looking forward to, & planning for Term 4! 

Eurythmy is coming to Birali .. several movement 
sessions and workshops for our Birali children and 
sessions for our Birali College, staff and parents. 
“Eurythmy is visible speech, visible music. One can 
go even further and maintain that the movements 
of Eurythmy do actually proceed out of the inner 
organisation of man.” (Rudolf Steiner, 1923) Beck 
Walker, Birali Business Manager has been 
coordinating this wonderful opportunity with 
Pacifica College of Eurythmy for our Birali 
Community. 

Birali Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), another 
key focus of our Birali community, will be further 
explored and shared as we ‘grow Birali together’. 
Please see the RAP update in this Newsletter for 
more details. 

A wonderful week concluded our term with our 
committed Birali staff supporting our gifted and 
enthusiastic students as they finalised their term’s 
learning with performances for our exciting Birali 
Spring Festival celebrations today! On your behalf, 
and mine - our appreciation to every one of our 
valued Birali staff members, for their agility, 



resilience and continued positive focus on offering 
the best of learning opportunities for each Birali 
student, during this term!  

  

Enjoy Spring vacation. We look forward to 
welcoming you again in Term 4, we hope our new 
Term 3 Birali students and their families have felt 
welcomed and supported, and together we extend 
our best wishes and thoughts to our Birali students 
and their families sadly leaving us for their new 
locations!   

Keep well and stay safe. 

Helen Starr, Interim Principal, 
on behalf of our Birali Steiner School Staff. 

 
  



Jump Rope for Heart 
 
Thank you all for your support with the Jump Rope 
for Heart this year.  
 
The wonderful news is we have raised over $3700! 
 
This is a massive improvement on last year’s 
fundraising efforts. Last year we raised $1500.  Our 
goal this year was $1900 so we have almost 
doubled our goal! 
 

 
 

A huge congratulations to all the children for their 
skipping efforts on the day and to all the families 
and friends that have supported and contributed 
to the fundraising.  
 

  
 
 



 
The Jump Off Day was a huge success with several 
stations including, helicopter, sack races, rhyming 
songs, whole class and partner skipping. Well 
done to students and supporting staff for all their 
best efforts on the day!  
Thanks to all, Luke 
 

 

Chloe Ann – Senior Craft 
During Handcraft/Woodwork, the Class 7/8 students 
have been working on various projects including; 
moveable puppets, woodworking mallets, dust 
masks and workshop aprons. 

 

Connecting with their current Physics Main Lesson 
work on mechanics, the students plan a design of 
a moveable puppet, with both moving and static 
parts. The body and limbs are cut from plywood 
using the scroll saw, with wire creating the joins. 
At this age, the students experience decisive 
change in their own mobility and an increasing 
heaviness to their movements. Their focus and 
reasoning skills can be occupied in inventing 
mechanical movements outside their own bodies.  



 

These objective reasoning skills continue to be 
fostered through machine sewing handwork. 
When making their own workshop apron, the 
students are required to measure and plan ahead 
with great care. A strong sense of accomplishment 
is nurtured through creating items they will use; 
the dust mask is needed to sand their mallet, the 
mallet and apron to chisel their bowl.  
 

 
 
An additional group project has been planning and 
building table tennis table as an enjoyable social 
activity at break times! 

  



Lily – Playgroup 
 

We have had a cosy Winter term in our Birali 
Playgroup - singing about the flowering wattles 
heralding Spring’s return, and snuggling up to 
stories of the nests, now full of baby birds. 
 
Birali Playgroup children have been enjoying 
contributing to clean up time in playgroup by 
washing dishes after our morning tea as part of 
the new routine. 

 
Our playgroup sessions have experienced steady 
attendance of committed families, with regular 
new enquiries onto our wait list. We are continuing 
to welcome discerning new families into our 
community, who are looking for a more holistic, 
family-like environment for their young children, 
or who have specially relocated to the area to enrol 
their children in our school in the future. 
 
At this time more than ever, we need to be making 
human connections in safe spaces where we can 
feel supported to express our joys and challenges 
about parenting, the best approaches for our 
children’s learning, as well as sharing practical 
guidance and reassurances through Steiner 
principles upheld here at our beautiful Birali 
Steiner School. 

 

 



Recycling 

Please note that it is only the 
bread tags being collected at 
present (not bottle lids). A red 
box with relevant signage has 
been placed outside of Class 
1/2 in which to put the tags. 

We thank Steph for this wonderful program 
offering for Birali families and staff. 

 

Creative Spirit Fair Update 

We are delighted to share that this year’s Creative 
Spirit Fair was very successful, with just over 1,000 
attendees, approximately 40% increase from the 
previous fair in 2019! 

The 2021 Fair team of volunteers, including 
parents and school staff, did an amazing job 
planning, promoting and coordinating the fair and 
we thank them for all their hard work. 

The hard work of all our parents, carers, students 
and staff on Fair day is also proof of our 
community spirit here at Birali. 

We can now confirm, the fair raised a total of 
$22,748 through sponsorships, raffle, stall and 
activity sales. After deducting expenses, the 
surplus of $11,182 will now be used to help grow 
the resources and facilities at Birali. 

There will be approximately $1,000 spent on 
library books for the students across all grades, 
with the remaining balance being allocated to 
school resources including outdoor equipment for 
the students. 

This is an amazing outcome and we cannot wait 
for the Creative Spirit Fair 2022!  

  



RAP Update 

Our valued RAP advisors, Aunty Minnie Mace and 
Aunty Flo Watson, will be supporting discussion 
and 2022 planning sessions on our Birali Pre-Term 
4 Whole Staff Meeting days at the end of our 
Spring Break. 

 Aunty Minnie recently shared morning tea with 
Beck, sharing indigenous history including stories 
of Mt Beerwah. Aunty Minnie also explained the 
story of how Birali Steiner School was gifted 
“Birali” by Aunty Minnie when the school first 
began and we are delighted to share this below 
with our community. 

“The school's name of Birali was inspired by the 
name of one of the Aboriginal Divine Family and 
Creative Spirits - Biral, the son of Nurunderi (or 
Ngurunderi). 

Nurunderi, is known as the law-giver and 
protector, and his son Biral was lovingly chosen as 
the inspiration by elder Auntie Minnie Mace who 
wanted the students of Birali to have the 
protection of the spirit of Biral's father.” 

 Birali will also welcome Gubbi Gubbi Traditional 
Owner and author, Christine Stuart, as our Birali 
children and staff participate in cultural awareness 
and artistic workshops. Our beautiful Birali 
classrooms will be named with suggestions from 
students of local flora and fauna, and approved by 
the Gubbi Gubbi Dyungungoo Group thanks to 
Christine Stuart. Our thanks again to Beck, BM,  
instrumental in coordinating these exciting 
sessions for Birali. 

 

 

 

 



• Commonwealth School Data Collection Notice 
• People's Long Weekend - Moreton Bay 

Region (Holiday)  
• Spring Festival – last day Term 3 
• Recycling Bread Tags 

 
 

 
 

We have classified spaces on our website for $40 
per term.  
Contact Penny pnelson@biralisteiner.qld.edu.au to 
arrange your Classified for Term 4.  
 

 
 

Each week the school explores a new virtue, with 
the introduction made at assembly on Mondays. 

 
Week 9 –  Generosity 
Week 10 – Trustworthiness 
To read more about the virtues program please: 
Click here. 
 
 

 
 

17th Sep   Spring Festival 
17th Sep   Last Day of Term 3 
4th Oct     Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 
5th Oct     First Day of Term 4 (Tuesday) 
5th Nov    Prep Vision Testing 
29th Oct   People’s Long Weekend 
 

 
 

https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6261
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6116
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6116
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6216
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6024
mailto:pnelson@biralisteiner.qld.edu.au
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=4528
https://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=6187
http://biralisteiner.myschoolstream.net/?p=2856


in the Pippi Garden 

From Term 4 Wednesdays 
8.30 am – 10.30 am and 12.15 pm – 2.15 pm 

Afternoon group has places available. 
Registration required via Admin. 

• Download the Playgroup Registration Form 
by clicking here. 
 

• Download the Playgroup Code of Conduct 
     by clicking here.  
 

 

 
Resumes Term 4 in the new Hub. 

 

 

Re-opening during Term 4 
Tues & Fri 2.00  PM – 3.00 PM 

 

Weds 8.45 AM to 12.00 PM 

https://biralisteiner.qld.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Playgroup-Registration-Form-20200511.pdf
https://e850e3b6-b923-4317-b112-f7a49c7db95a.filesusr.com/ugd/5398d4_565701817e4b48039d03acb321323aa9.pdf


 

These Steiner/Anthroposophical related 
activities and services, whilst not directly related the 
school, can be seen to be in sympathy with and  
supportive of the impulse of Steiner education.  

• Waldorf 100 Learn to change the 
world Click here   

• Waldorf Resources for schools, parents 
and teachers. Click here   

• Waldorf Today Click here  
• Sydney Rudolf Steiner College   
• What’s on Teacher Training and Adult 

Education. Click here  
• Steiner Education Australia SEA is the 

peak body for Australian Steiner Schools. 
SEA support, advocate and represent the 
free and healthy development of Steiner 
education in contemporary, diverse 
contexts. Click here  

• Keeping the Light Alive! Monthly articles 
demonstrating Rudolf Steiner’s relevance 
to today’s world. Click here 

Click here to visit: Birali Classifieds 

 
Parent Run Social Media Groups:  
• Birali Parents (Click here to join)  
• Birali Bazaar (Buy & Sell) (Click here to join) 
• Please ask Birali Parents for links to class pages 

 
 
 

 

 

 

P    07 5429 0511   
M   0412 014 165  
E    info@biralisteiner.qld.edu.au  

670 Beachmere Rd, Beachmere Q 4510 

https://www.waldorf-100.org/en/
http://goetheanum.activehosted.com/index.php?action=social&chash=31839b036f63806cba3f47b93af8ccb5.1632&s=5b738e80da1277aa15addadfd1d4a797
https://mailchi.mp/waldorfteachers/waldorf-today-draft-only-issue-2456131?e=55dd90d480
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/events/sydney-rudolf-steiner-college/
https://www.steinereducation.edu.au/
https://mailchi.mp/9c08efdd1bdb/keeping-the-light-alive-2910497?e=1c83884be9
https://biralisteiner.qld.edu.au/community-notices/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/118299708774010/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/767684460104601/
https://www.facebook.com/biralisteinerschool/
mailto:info@biralisteiner.qld.edu.au

